Ministry of Education, Science and Culture

Application for a Recognition of a Professional Qualification 

	Profession:




Applicant:

	Name of applicant


	Soc. sec. no.



	Address

	Tel. home

	Postal code


	Municipality


	Tel. work/Mobile

	Email




Information on school education (a photocopy of school leaving certificate should be enclosed)
	Name of school
	Tel.



	Address


	Fax.

	Postal code


	Municipality


	Country


Information on work experience (statements by employers should accompany application)
	Name of employer

	Work period from
	To
	Months

	Name of employer

	Work period from
	To
	Months

	Name of employer

	Work period from
	To
	Months

	Name of employer

	Work period from
	To
	Months


	I, the undersigned, hereby apply for recogniton of my professional qualification in accordance with the accompanying documentation. 

..........................................................................

Place                                                                                 Date

..........................................................................

Undirskrift
	The application is accompanied with*:

□ a photocopy of school leaving certificate 
□ a translation of school leaving certificate 
□ information on vocational (practical) training

□ information on work experience 

□ a confirmation of the status of qualification □ a photocopy of passport 


* For explanations, please see reverse side. 
Ministry of Education, Science and Culture
On Recognition of Vocational Qualifications

The Ministry of Education, Science and Culture processes applications for recognition of vocational qualifications at upper secondary level for foreigners who wish to practise their profession in Iceland. This does, however, only apply if the qualification in question can lead to formal recognition within a regulated profession in Iceland. If the qualification in question does not come under a regulated profession, it is up to the individual employer to assess whether he finds the applicants´ professional knowledge and skills useful for his pursuits. 

Excluded here is the recognition of professional qualifications at university level for pursuit of regulated professions, as well as vocational education in different fields, for instance in health care. Academic recognition is also beyond the scope of this work (see Enic-Naric Networks, http://www.enic-naric.net/).
Applications for recognition of vocational qualifications need to be accompanied with: 

□ a photocopy of school leaving certificate (in original language) indicating the length of studies (years, months or weeks) and their content (a list of subjects) 

□ a translation of school leaving certificate (Icelandic, English or a Scandinavian language)

□ information on vocational training if it forms a part of the education programme 

□ information on work experience (within the last ten years) 

□ a confirmation of the status of the qualification in question in home country (if the profession is regulated there)

□ a photocopy of relevant pages of passport (confirmation of nationality).  

Applications are assessed on the basis of the National Curricular Guidelines, that is to say, on the curriculum for each profession in question. The comparison does not seek a one-to-one correlation between educational goals of the Icelandic curriculum and of the foreign curriculum, but that the professional profile is mainly the same for the two professions, and that the skills acquired are comparable or similar.

The Ministry´s system of assessment is flexible and it is always the goal to assure a just and speedy casehandling. With proper documentation the assessment need not take more than four weeks. Applicants are assured a clear judgment, insofar as the their file allows for comparison with the Icelandic curriculum. The Ministry confers with specialist organizations and learning centres in respective fields before handing down its judgments, but it alone is responsible for the final decision. Jugdment is given in a written reply to each applicant. Applicants can appeal a judgment passed by the Ministry if they think it is flawed in some respect. 

Further information on recognition of vocational qualifications is to be found on the following website: http://www.europass.is/page/Vidurkenning
Other useful links:
Information from the Ministry of Industry on the Rights of Foreigners to work as Tradesmen in Industry in Iceland - http://idnadarraduneyti.is/media/Acrobat/Idnrettindi-enska.doc
Information from the Ministry of Industry for Tradesmen - http://idnadarraduneyti.is/log-og-reglugerdir/Idnadur/nr/796 

EU Website on Professional Qualifications - http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/qualifications/index_en.htm 

	Address

Ministry of Education, Science and Culture

Sölvhólsgata 4

150  REYKJAVÍK, ICELAND.
	Telephone switchboard: 545 9500

Tel. direct line: 545 9569

Fax: 562 3068

Email: postur@mrn.stjr.is



